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The objective of the study was to determine the cure rate after surgical treatment of head and neck abscesses and draining tracts on suspected migrating vegetal foreign body and oropharyngeal penetrating injuries and to compare outcomes according to whether or not a vegetal foreign body was identified at preoperative computed tomography (CT) examination. 
Our retrospective study involved 39 dogs that underwent CT and subsequent surgical exploration of abscesses and/or draining tracts in head and neck, suspected to be related to a migrating vegetal foreign body, in a single institution between 2010 and 2021 and with a postoperative follow-up of at least 8 months. Recorded data included signalment, history, physical examination, CT findings, surgical findings, and long-term outcome. Cases were classified according to whether a foreign body was identified on CT or only suspected, due to the presence of cavity(ies) and/or draining tracts on CT.  
In 11/39 cases a vegetal foreign body was identified on CT and in 10 of them a foreign body was confirmed at surgery. In 28/39 cases a vegetal foreign body was not identified upon CT but in 7/28 cases a foreign body was found at surgery. Resolution of clinical signs was achieved in 11/11 cases when a vegetal foreign body was identified on CT and in 26/28 cases that did not have a foreign body identified upon CT. No major complications were reported. Two recurrences were observed in animals in which no foreign body was detected. 
In conclusion, CT-based surgical planning for the management of abscesses and DTs of the head and neck suspected to be related to migrating vegetal foreign bodies and/or oropharyngeal stick injuries was associated with a 95% success rate in a single procedure. All animals in which a foreign body was identified were cured.
[image: page2image10865088]
Fig. Transverse plane CT image in soft tissue reconstruction. A semi-lunar hypoattenuating structure with a thick and strongly contrast enhancing rim (arrows) is visible medial to the right mandibular ramus. This was a wooden foreign body that migrated from the oral cavity. 


	
	N. of cases
	N. of VFB found at surgery
	N. of healed cases
	N. of recurrences
	Success rate

	N. of cases with VFB identified on CT
	11
	10
	11
	0
	100%

	N. of cases with no VFB identified on CT
	28
	7
	26
	2
	93%

	Total
	39
	17
	37
	2
	95%


Table I. Summary of number of cases and their outcomes.
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