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Abstract 
A 29-years-old woman was admitted to neurorehabilitation, 6 months after neurosurgical interventions (ventriculoperitoneal shunt for traumatic hydrocephalus, emerged after decompressive craniectomy for severe traumatic brain injury - traffic accident in January 2018). 

Neurological examination: minimal conscious status, spastic tetraplegia, severe trismus, swallowing difficulties (nutrition provided through percutaneous endoscopic gastrostomy tube), nistagmus, neurogenic bladder, particular association of re-emerged primitive (exaggerated, not exhausted) facial nerve reflexes: palmomental and a “mitigated” clinical variant of rooting reflex.   

The palmomental reflex described by Marinescu and Radovici (1920) consists of a single visible twitch of mentalis muscle on the same side (sometimes contralaterally) elicited by scratching the thenar eminence of the palm. Present in infancy, it disappears as the brain matures during childhood, and reappears in pathological conditions that disrupt the cortical inhibitory pathways (bilateral supranuclear lesions). The palm-chin reflex is useful in clinical roundsmanship, being a sensitive marker for severe neurological impairments, with limited localising value and no specificity. 

Baby rooting for milk is a primitive trigemino-facial reflex found in newborn infants, and disappears at about the sixth week of life. Lower lip is lowered; tongue is moved in the direction where the cheek near the corner of the mouth is brushed. The lockjaw has “mitigated” the clinical response. Repeated stimulation induced a repeatable, unilateral mentalis muscle response, similar to the palm-chin reflex.

Chewing remained severely disabled even after botulinum toxin, injected in the left temporalis and bilaterally in the masseter muscles. Poor outcome and neurologic evolution remained stationary after two months of rehabilitative nursing.
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