Perception of the risk of HIV/AIDS and sexual risky behavior of youths in selected Nigerian drama

Akaenyi Nkiruka Jacinta Ph.D
Department of Performing Arts, 
Faculty of Arts, 
Akwa Ibom State University, Nigeria.
nkydebuzz@yahoo.com    08032236043


 Abstract

This study examines the vulnerability of youths to HIV/AIDS infection. HIV/AIDS sexual risk behavior is often linked to lack of knowledge about HIV and its modes of transmission. This myth has resulted in the claim that education on sexual issues will help to reduce the scourge of HIV/AIDS.  The findings of this study reveal that general awareness about HIV/AIDS among the characters in the selected plays is high. Knowledge on modes of HIV transmission is also high with most of the characters aware that transmission could occur through unprotected sexual intercourse and multiple sexual partnerships respectively.  Despite this fact, the high HIV/AIDS knowledge level did not translate to low involvement in pre-marital sex or high condom use nor did it result to reduced HIV prevalence among the characters in the selected plays. The study recommends that effective AIDS prevention must recognize the structural forces that constrain individual agency and must seek ways to overcome these constraints.

