ABSTRACT
[bookmark: _GoBack]Although HIV incidence rates among African American women have decreased, this population still constitutes the largest number of new infections among women. As scientific advances have helped to extend the lives of those living with the virus, public health attention has shifted to addressing how to link People Living with HIV/AIDS (PLWHA) to care and retain them in care. Exploring the lives of this population is one way to inform public health practice related to helping high-risk populations progress along the care continuum. In an effort to better understand the experiences of African American women who are HIV positive, this study used a narrative approach to guide repeat interviews. Under the theoretical framework of Womanism, six participants ages 48 to 66 (M = 57) completed three in-depth, semi-structured interviews. The researchers conducted analysis of narrative to identify key themes. The primary themes from this study are: recollections of early hardships; HIV infection and diagnosis; embracing social support; surviving and thriving; and meaning making and HIV. The findings highlight the need for tailored programs specific to long-term survivors, including resilience training, education programs focused on dating and disclosure, and opportunities for Persons Living with HIV/AIDS to engage in meaningful work or volunteer initiatives.  
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