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Women face multiple layers of oppression due to the continued existence of sexism and its compounding risk factor, interpersonal violence, when it comes to living with HIV.  Women are more at risk for interpersonal violence, which can further compound into post-traumatic stress disorder, concurring rates of depression and anxiety disorders, as well as other, co-morbidities that include chronic illness or stress related illnesses.  The prevalence of interpersonal violence for women with HIV is further compounded by the oppression related to the intersectionality of other social factors such as race, class, ability, sexual orientation and HIV-infused social stigma. 

Universal screening of IPV and a trauma-informed response must include a generative process that can include a peer-support approach as well immediate and longer-term resources for this important group of persons living with HIV.   All centers that provide serve to women living with HIV, must screen for IPV as apart of a trauma-informed approach to HIV care in order to increase the protective factors, while decreasing the risk of the compounding epigenetics of HIV, social stigma and stratified oppression towards this group.  Services providers must commit to assessing the prevalence of IPV in order to provide services that can decrease the immediate impact, while increasing the resiliency of this population to live well with HIV across the lifespan.  
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