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  Abstract
 
Background: 

Due to some unknown reasons, women in communities across Ekeremor Local Government Area (LGA) in Bayelsa state, Nigeria, prefer to access Ante Natal Care and delivery services at homes of traditional birth attendants. This has impacted negatively on ANC attendance and delivery services in health facilities in the LGA. Since ANC is the entry point to PMTCT services, this study assessed the attendance of pregnant women at ANC clinics and deliveries in health facilities with the aim of determining its effect on PMTCT services in the LGA.  This assessment checked the attendance of Antenatal care of women in Ekeremor LGA and the number of women that delivered their babies in health facilities.

Methods: This is a descriptive, cross sectional study that was conducted among women of reproductive age group in 7 communities in Ekeremor LGA, Bayelsa state. Data were collected through interviewer administered semi-structured questionnaires over a period of 2 weeks in the LGA. The data were analyzed using the SPSS software. 
Results: Out of a total of 127 women interviewed, 71 (55.91%) did not attend antenatal care clinic in health facilities during their last pregnancy. Reasons for the low attendance according to the respondents include: high cost of the service, 23 (32.39 %), poor quality of service, 15 (21.12 %) and no need to access ANC services during pregnancy, 8(19.05%). 61 (48.03%) of the respondents were delivered by Traditional Birth Attendants during their last pregnancy while 28 (22.05%) delivered at health facilities 
Conclusion: The low attendance of pregnant women at ANC clinics coupled with low deliveries at health facilities have impacted negatively on the utilization of ANC and PMTCT services by pregnant women in the LGA. Therefore, there will be a great need for collaborative efforts between government and development partners to conduct some qualitative studies on reasons why pregnant women prefer to access ANC and delivery services in the homes of traditional birth attendants in the LGA. The findings will add a lot of value in designing interventions that will increase both ANC and PMTCT uptake by pregnant women in the LGA.  . 


