Abstract
Introduction: Women living with HIV who are 50 years of age or older (HIV+ Women who are 50+) are facing stigma while disclosing their status to their family, friends, community, and partners. As a result, HIV+ women are frequently facing issues that negatively impact their mental health, such as depression, isolation, violence, and trauma. The principles of greater involvement and meaningful engagement (GIPA/MIPA) would require that HIV+ women are empowering and educating other HIV+ women so they too can become leaders in the community.  Diverse community supports create empowering spaces for HIV+ women to address barriers currently preventing their adherence to medications, access to services, and further HIV education. Specifically, for HIV+ women over 50 these spaces enable and need supportwomen to maintain their inherent dignity, safety, ________.  	Comment by L. Chambers: The first time you use an acronym, spell it out in full in your poster with the acronym in brackets.

 around how to disclose and when.  This creates issues with adherence to medications, accessing services and education for HIV.

Method: The purpose of <name of group> is to ……Creating social groups in safe places for the women to come together to learn from each other regarding the issues they face being HIV+. This group has become a safe place where women living with HIV who are over 50 can speak about relationships, medications, health issues, and accessing services and programs. This group is also a place to empower HIV+ Women who are 50+: group members interact with each other and build each other’s capacity and knowledge of HIV and its related issues.  They gain a sense of family and connection through cooking, sewing, knitting, and other subjects that women can bond, engage and learn.  Peers who run these groups would receive training in supporting each other as Home-Based Care providers, and facilitators.   This will help with those whose English is a second language.  Women can take tours of the agencies and learn about the services available to them. 

Lessons Learned: The women who have attended (name ofthis group) have come out of isolation and are now supporting and mentoring other women. The mission of this program also builds upon women’s current knowledge and access to community services that increase their mental well-being.  Lastly, this group provides women the space and time  ing  the women to create social changes within their community, through advocacy and_____________ become activist and for advocate for their communities. (Name of group) has also provided training opportunities in local agencies to (__________________).They are seeking out more services and attending more training provided by their local agencies.

Conclusion: Demographic of those attending the group 87% identify as cisgender female, 13% identify as transwomen.   Age 45-50+ 28%, 50+ 72% attended group sessions.	Comment by L. Chambers: This abstract seems to be speaking about an existing support group.  So it may be helpful to speak more about this group and add details such as:
The name of this group and where it is located
More details of the people who run the group.
Perhaps provide a summary of the workshop sessions
What your poster should ideally do is provide enough detail so that another PHA who wishes to create a similar group could learn from you.
Also how is this group specifically geared to women who are 50+?	Comment by L. Chambers: Add more detail on the group such as how often you meet. 	Comment by Amma Gyamfowa: Maybe we can also talk about the unique needs of women of 50+ women.	Comment by L. Chambers: I would change this to “lessons learned” (the detail you provide isn’t a conclusion but results by the way)..  

This is a good start also respond to some of the items you discuss in the intro in more detail (how does this group demonstrate GIPA/MIPA; how does it address disclosure)?

Under lessons learned I would talk about what you and the other peers have learned about doing this group: the benefits and the challenges 	Comment by L. Chambers: Under the conclusion section you may want to talk about next steps for the group. And what this group could teach people at CAHR, such as executive directors at agencies.  
	Comment by L. Chambers: If you are going to include demographic detail in your poster, , you need to specify how many women are in the group for this info to be meaningful to the audience.  Other suggestions:
Move it to the section above (“lessons learned)
You might also want to provide ethnoracial and immigration status details because you speak about it in your “methods”

	Comment by L. Chambers: Cisgender female?
(Name of group) has been able to cultivate a unique space for HIV + women for the last (how long has your group been around?).  We are now focused are widening our mission by (producing income generating activities, the amount of groups per week? etc). By (what actions is your group doing to support expanding your services to HIV + women?). 

Recommendations

As we have seen grave improvements to the lives of HIV + women in our program, we believe it is necessary for community service agencies engaged in HIV prevention, education, and support by (for example: creating more funding for peer driven groups that allow women to have meaning full discussions and ). As we recognize access to anti-retroviral medications is deeply shaped by (______________) agencies place a greater focus on creating new was to (___________)
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