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SPINAL-CORD  COMPRESSION  IS  ONE  OF  THE  MAJOR  COMMON  NEUROLOGICAL  EMERGENCIES  IN  
CLINICAL  PRACTICE.
IT  IS  A  SYNDROME  CHARACTERISED  BY   ENCROACHMENT  OF  THE  SPINAL –CANAL  WITH  DEFORMITY  
OF  THE   SPINAL –CORD.
  A  SPACE-OCCUPYING   LESION   W ITHIN  THE  SPINAL  CANAL  MAY  DAMAGE  NERVE  TISSUE  EITHER  
DIRECTLY   BY  PRESSURE   OR   INDIRECTLY  BY  INTERFERING  WITH   BLOOD  SUPPLY.
COMPRESSIVE   SYNDROME  MAY  BE  INTRINSIC (INTRA- DURAL)  SPINAL  CORD  PATHOLOGY:
*LOCATED  WITHIN    THE  DURAL  SAC.
*INTRA-MEDULLARY (WITHIN  THE  SPINAL  CORD)
*EXTRA-MEDULLARY  (EXTERNAL  TO  THE  SPINAL  CORD)
*EXTRA-DURAL :LOCATED  OUTSIDE  THE  DURAL  SAC.
    SPONDYLOTIC  MYELOPATHY  INVOLVES  THE  DEGENERATIVE  CHANGES  INVOLVING  THE  
INTER-VERTEBRAL  DISCS  LEADING   TO  OSTEOPHYTE  FORMATION,
ENCROACHMENT  ON  INTRA-SPINAL  
SPACE   AND  CORD  COMPRESSION.
THE  STUDY  OF  PREDILECTION  OF  SPONDYLOTIC  MYELOPATHY  TO  THE  CERVICAL  REGION  WITH  
RESULTANT  DEGENERATIVE  CHANGES  IN  THE  BONES  OF  VERTEBRAE   AND  ENCROACHMENT  OF  SPINAL
  CANAL(PARAESTHESIAE)   AND  WASTING  OF  MUSCLES  CAN  AID  IN  AMELIORATING  THE  SYMPTOMS  
AND  BRINGINGING  DEFINITIVE  CARE  TO  THE  SUB-AFRICAN  REGION  OF  THE  AFRICAN  CONTINENT.



