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Abstract:  

 

Felty’s syndrome is a rare complication of rheumatoid arthritis, less than 

1% of RA people experience this. Felty’s syndrome being 

characterized by  triad of  rheumatoid arthritis, enlargement of the 

spleen and low neutrophil count. Typically, the syndrome only affects 

people with long standing disease characterized by RF and ANA 

seropositivity and the presence of rheumatoid nodules and articular 

deformities, often in the context of minimal synovitis. This case report 

highlights the features of Felty’s syndrome.  
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Figure 1. Binding of autoimmune sera to activated neutrophils. A–N, 
Unstimulated and lipopolysaccharide (LPS)–stimulated neutrophils 
were tested for binding by autoimmune and control serum (CS) IgG. 
Representative sera are shown. A and B, Control serum. C and D, 
Serum from Felty’s syndrome (FS) patient 2. E and F, Serum from FS 
patient 3. G and H, Serum from rheumatoid arthritis (RA) patient 3. 
I and J, Serum from RA patient 4. K and L, Serum from systemic lupus 
erythematosus (SLE) patient 6. M and N, Serum from SLE patient 7. 
Stimulated neutrophils, particularly those that had released neutrophil 
extracellular chromatin traps, reacted more strongly with autoimmune 
IgG. O, As a negative control, anti-human IgG alone was used on 
LPS-stimulated neutrophils. P, LPS-treated neutrophils were used to 
detect deiminated histone H3. Anti–citrullinated histone H3 (Anti-Cit 
H3) was detected with green fluorescence. IgG binding is shown in red; 
DNA is shown in blue. The overlap of green and blue appears as aqua. 
Original magnification _ 400i. 
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