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Abstract
Rheumatoid arthritis is a chronic systemic arthritis which varies from mild disease to severe joint destructive variant which progresses rapidly and eventually leading to unremitting pain and multiple joint deformities. Quite often patients suffer from severe hand deformities. Most prevalent deformities include ulnar deviation of MCP joints, button hole deformity (BHD) and swan neck deformity (SND). Deformities together with pain and reduced grip strength can have marked impact on the hand function and thereby the ability to perform activities of daily living. The important surgical procedures like tendon transfer, arthrodesis and arthroplasty are performed to improve the functional outcome. However, each procedure has its own merits and demerits and is patient specific. 
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