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Abstract (not more than 300 words)

In response to the global climate change problem, global community today is transitioning towards more sustainable energy systems. However, for emerging economies such as India this entails a different set of problems. South Asian countries such as India, Indonesia and Vietnam, have substantial reserves of Coal, which provides a reliable, cheap base-load power and hence is the backbone of the electric power generation in these countries. In addition to this, a large part of the population in emerging economies lack access to reliable electricity. As per 2016 estimates 239 million people were still without electricity in India. Owing to the large unmet demand for affordable energy, primarily driven by the need for infrastructure development and increasing incomes and aspirations of people, as well as the energy security concerns, these emerging economies are expected to have continued dependence on coal. As per the NITI Ayog,  a policy think tank of the Government of India, coal is expected to continue to be a major energy source in the country for the next few decades due to the increasing energy demand, and adequate availability of coal. Even so, in accordance with the Paris Agreement, to limit the global temperature rise, these emerging economies have pledged to transition towards renewable energy and have put in place policies to enable this transition. This paper broadly analyses the current energy scenario, policies and bottlenecks surrounding this energy transition in emerging economies with a specific focus on India. The study also looks at the impact of new environmental regulations on coal power plants and the pace of renewable energy growth in the country. Finally we discusses some of the conducive policies that would be required to advance the energy transition sustainably. 
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