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Abstract (300 word limit)
Statement of the Problem and Purpose: With a growing population, there is an increasing need for Nurse Practitioners to improve access to health care.  There is currently a shortage of Nurse Practitioner (NP) preceptors across Massachusetts, making clinical placements difficult and at times unachievable.  Lack of NP preceptors has a direct impact on student outcomes, educational programs, and ultimately access to care.  The authors explored lessons learned about the national scale of this problem, and whether Massachusetts should entertain legislative initiatives similar to other states as a solution. Methodology: Data were collected from Boards of Nursing and the national and state chapters of the American Association of Nurse Practitioners regarding current and pending legislation.  State and federal sources and the Massachusetts Association of Colleges of Nursing provided statistical and qualitative data on current and future needs for NP preceptors.  Findings: States that have successfully passed legislation have awarded tax incentives to NP preceptors, although none of the existing regulations have assessed for their effectiveness in improving preceptor availability.  Although NP students are in great need of preceptors, Massachusetts will have a projected 990 practitioner surplus of Nurse Practitioners by 2025.  This is not the national trend and there are many geographical areas within Massachusetts that are in need of primary care providers.  Conclusion & Significance: Massachusetts may benefit from legislation to improve NP student access to preceptors, however incentives related to geographical location may best serve both students and the greater population.
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Figure 1.  Responses of the boards of nursing
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