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Abstract 

The Circular Economy represents the most recent attempt to conceptualize the integration of economic activity and environmental wellbeing in a sustainable way. The transition towards a circular economy is one of the biggest challenges in order to create a more sustainable society. This transition requires circular thinking and an interdisciplinary approach, combining socio-technical, managerial, and environmental considerations. As the centers for skills and knowledge, universities play a primary role in transferring circular economy approaches into reality, by applying a systems approach to the circular economy, considering different stakeholder perspectives, their incentive structures, and their impact on circular alternatives, therefore systems thinking is the most essential aspect of education for a circular economy.
Another important issue the potential effect on climate change of CE-strategies implemented on an urban scale: regeneration processes activate stable regimes of interaction and interdependence among the architectural, economic, cultural and social sub-systems in settlements. Therefore, to progress towards sustainable and inclusive cities, urban governance should widen the decision-making arena, promoting virtuous circular dynamics based on knowledge transfer, strategic decision making and stakeholders’ engagement.
Universities should support young people in recognizing the exciting opportunity that redesigning products, services, and systems have for the future; for exploring how their engagement with the world today impacts the future; and for supporting their decisions around future professions. The graduates of the universities should understand which drivers and barriers exist in the development of a circular economy (CE). 
The aim of this paper is to contribute to this debate by analyzing evidence regarding the different factors helping and hampering the development of a CE. Specifically, this paper focuses on the eco-innovation (EI) pathway towards a CE, and tries to coordinate available but fragmented findings regarding how integration of CE in all university programs can foster this transition while removing obstacles to sustainability. 
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