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ABSTRACT:
A rare abnormality of the chest wall known as Congenital Absence of the sternum occurs when the midline mesenchymal strip fails to fuse during embryonic development. 
Patients with complete sternal absence are more likely to experience mediastinal trauma, hypothermia, increased insensible fluid losses, cyanosis, and recurrent chest infections. With increasing age, surgical correction becomes difficult due to a decrease in compliance of the chest wall necessitating early surgical correction in the neonatal period.It may be associated with Cantrell’s pentalogy, PHACES syndrome and Poland syndrome.
We present a case of 2 infants born to non-consanguineous parents,  with congenital absence of sternum.These babies were brought  to cardiac surgery department of RIC for reconstructive surgery.Their CT chest with contrast was performed.One of the pateints had partial absence with a V-shaped cleft in superior chest,and the other patient had complete absence of sternum.In both patients the pericardium was seen abutting the anterior chest wall and there was no evidence of ectopiacordis.No gross cardiac malformation was noted.Reconstructive surgery was performed by primary closure using combined periosteal and muscle advancement flaps and sliding osteochondroplasty.Both babies had uneventful recovery.                  
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