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Background
In the UK head injury is the commonest cause of death and disability in individuals under 40 (1). The National Confidential Enquiry into Patient Outcome and Death recommended that patients with severe head injury should have CT Head (CTH) within 1 hour of hospital arrival (2). This is also reflected in NICE head injury guidance (3). At our centre an initial audit in 2015 found that 60% of patients had CTH within 1hour of admission and 94% had CTH within 1hour of request. Re-audit in 2018 found that 21% of patients had CTH within 1hour of admission and 84% had CTH within 1hour of request. 

Methods
Retrospective data of emergency department trauma patients requiring CTH from June-August 2022 was assessed. Time of admission, scan request, scan and report were evaluated.  

Results
60 trauma patients required CTH. 50% were requested within 1hour of admission and 12% of CTH were performed within 1hour of admission. 63% of CTH were performed within 1hour of request. 90% of CTH were reported within 1hour of scan. 

Discussion & Conclusions
Timings of CTH in trauma patients are not compliant with guidelines. There has been a progressive decline in proportion of CTH within 1hour of admission and scan request. Reasons for this include a busier department with a larger number of patients and scans.  
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