Patient Safety and Pharmacovigilance: Pharmacists in Practice
Mansi Doshi, Clinical Pharmacist & Faculty, MPharm (India), MSc, MRPharmS (UK)

Abstract 
Statement of the Problem:
Medication related problems and harm with inappropriate and irrational use of medications is a global health challenge.  
Need and Development Prospects:
Reducing avoidable risk and medicines optimisations with safe use of medications is inherent to optimal health care.  Pharmacists are aptly placed to promote evidence-based, safe, informed, rational use of medications complemented with appropriate safety communication.  
Regulatory reforms and legislative changes in regions devoid of adequate pharmaceutical care may lead the research and training of pharmacists to good use and bridge the gap from academia to practice.  Public awareness, patient involvement and training in medication safety may help overcome issues of inappropriate self-medication of prescription and non-prescription medications.  This demands unified and significant accountability by and responsibility of pharmacists and patients.  
Conclusion: Pharmacists in practice have a significant role in reducing risk and harm with medicines and training patients and improving public awareness about safe use of medicines.  
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