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Abstract 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Introduction: Since the introduction of the HPV vaccine to prevent morbidity and mortality of some specific cancers, Nigeria is yet to include it in its routine national immunization schedule. Inadequate knowledge and vaccination rate influence an increase in the prevalence of HPV infection among young adults who are at risk. The study accessed the knowledge of HPV, risky practices to it’s infection and willingness to the uptake of HPV vaccine among young adults in tertiary institutions in Ibadan, Nigeria.
Method: This was a descriptive cross-sectional survey that used a multi-stage approach to data collection. The quantitative approach utilised a self-administered questionnaire conducted among proportionately and randomly selected 400 young adults (15-24 years old) in three (3) purposively selected tertiary institutions across Ibadan, Nigeria. The qualitative approach used a pretested key informant interview guide for data collection among six (6) purposively selected health care providers. The interviews were recorded, transcribed and content analysis was done with the aid of ATLAS.ti.
Results: The mean age of respondents was 20.6 + 2.9 years. 262 female and 138 male participated in the study; the majority (280, 70%) were aware of HPV through information from school and internet. Many respondents (230, 57.5%) know that HPV is sexually transmitted but do not know that HPV causes cancers (124, 56%) and more than half do 


not know that HPV Vaccine prevents it (233, 58%). Out of 44.5% (178) who have heard of HPV Vaccine, 33.8% (135) knows when to be vaccinated and only 27 (<7%) were previously vaccinated. Students who are ≥20 years have more knowledge of HPV (OR 1.18) and a positive attitude towards the uptake of its vaccine (OR 1.15). Many showed a positive attitude (77.7%) towards the availability of HPV vaccine based on safety and trust of effectiveness (60.8%). With support from healthcare workers (61.5%), parents (34.8%), media (34.3%), and school (34.5%), many were willing (66.3%) to get vaccinated, for free (56.5%) or at a reduced cost of ≤₦10,000 (43.5%). 168 (42%) of the participants are currently at risk of getting an HPV infection.
Qualitative analysis among health care workers suggests that there is no sufficient awareness, knowledge, understanding alongside misconceptions of HPV/HPV Vaccine among the students who would likely have a poor attitude towards healthcare and willingness to uptake
HPV Vaccine. 
Conclusion: Adequate health education, awareness of HPV/HPV Vaccine from the government, school and health workers with the subsidized cost of the vaccine will likely encourage young adults to get the vaccination. HPV should precede discussions surrounding its related cancers to enlighten infection pattern which will improve self-care on the topic of uptake of the HPV Vaccine.

Photograph
[image: ]       
Biography

Rasheed has expertise in public health with a passion for improving policy management, program implementation, community development strategy, and advocacy. He has experience in the field of microbiology, epidemiology and policy-oriented research as well as teaching. He currently heads programs department for Gender Mobile Initiative where he manages projects in preventive and proactive measures to curb gender-based violence.
Email: Rasheedyusufo@gmail.com

Notes/Comments:

image1.jpeg




