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Abstract (300 word limit)
Statement of the Problem : Postpartum infection is the second leading cause of maternal death in Indonesia after bleeding. Based on the 2012 IDHS, the average maternal mortality rate (MMR) reached 359 per 100,000 live births. Postpartum mothers are susceptible to infection due to perineal injury during labor. Betel leaf (piper betle) is known to have chemical properties that have antiseptic and antibacterial effects that can be used for perineal care. The purpose is to assess the effectiveness of perineal wound healing by using betel leaf infusion and antiseptic drugs. Methods: This study uses a quasi-experimental design with a pre-post control research approach. The treatment group was given betel leaf infusion and amoxilin antibiotics, while the control group used iodine and amoxilin antibiotics. Sampling was carried out by random sampling based on inclusion and exclusion criteria with the population are those postpartum mother in the Klaten Regency (Independent Midwife practice) during April - September 2019. The treatment sample was 60 people and the control sample was 60 people. Assessment of wound healing uses the REEDA scale (Redness, Edema, Ecchymosis, Discharge and Approximation). Analysis of data using the Mann Whitney test. Results: The duration of perineum wound healing in the experimental group averaged 4.47 days with a minimum of 4 days healing and a maximum of 6 days, while in the control group the average wound healing of the perineum was 6.15 days with a minimum healing of 5 days and a maximum of 9 days. Value p value 0.00 (p <0.005). Conclusion: the use of a combination of betel leaf infusion and antibiotics is more effective in healing perineal wounds compared with a combination of iodine and antibotics. Suggestion: a combination of red betel leaf infusion can be used as an alternative treatment on perineal wounds healing for puerperal mothers.
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