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ABSTRACT
Background: Poverty is the main reason why babies are not vaccinated, why clean water and sanitation are not provided, why curative drugs and other treatments are not available and why mothers die in childbirth. In Nigeria, the infant mortality rate, the under-five mortality rate and the maternal mortality ratio are some of the indicators that are often used to compare health status of populations. Nigeria�s figures on each of the three indices are some of the worst in the world, even by the standard of developing countries. Currently, a tenth of children born in Nigeria die under the age of one year (Infant mortality rate of 100 per 1000 live births) and a fifth die before their fifth birthday (under-five mortality rate of 201 per 1000 live births) . According to the most recent estimates from United Nations agencies, over 50,000 mothers die from childbirth-related events � the second highest annual national maternal deaths figure in the world.
Objective: The main objective of this study is to determine the level of poverty and how it adversely affects health status of the people living below the poverty line and also to investigate the factors that predisposes this group to fall within the low socio-economic level
Methodology: cross-sectional survey was adopted for this study. The instrument used for data collection was the structured interviewer-administered questionnaire with oral interpretation to gather information from the respondents based on specific objectives of the research study. It comprises closed and open ended questions. A multi stage sampling technique was used to get the required sample size. A descriptive statistics such as mean deviation, simple percentage, frequency distribution were determined.
Results: Most of the respondents were male which constitutes 64.09%,while the female took up the remaining 35.91%. The marital status of the respondents 75.66% were married, while 13.90% were single. substantial number of the respondents (45.17% ) were farmers, while only (16.23%) of the respondents engaged themselves in civil service. Majority earned $ 16.39 per month. Most of the respondents (55.60%) ate only twice a day, while only substantial proportion of 35.52% took three square meals in a day. Majority 60.62%, attests to having no disease, while 33.59% had one form of disease condition or the other.
Conclusion: This study assessed the impact that poverty has on the health status of people living in Sule Tankarkar LGA of Jigawa State, which is a rural setting. The pertinent issues discovered was the fact that most of the settlements for this study don't have accessibility to health centers and majority of them are poor and this in one way or the other has affected the people from being able to afford health care services.

