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Statement of the Problem
[bookmark: _GoBack]Per capita alcohol consumption has increased over decades in SL as in other low and middle income countries1, 2. Illicit alcohol accounts for 49% of alcohol market and cause substantial health, economic and social costs3. Kegalle is among the top five districts by illicit alcohol consumption per annum3.To identify the demographic characteristics and pattern of ARC of patients presenting with ARP to Base Hospital Warakapola.

Methodology & Theoretical Orientation
Descriptive cross sectional study. Fourty consecutive patients living in Warakapola divisional secretariat referred over 3 months with ARP were applied an interviewer administered questionnaire and Alcohol Use Disorders Identification Test (AUDIT) and collateral history obtained from family4. Analysis done using SPSS17.

Findings
All were males, mean age being 50.07yrs (SD=11.64), mode 48yrs. 35% were labourers, majority educated up to grade 5 and 8(42.5%). Average income per day was Rs1562.50/=, average proportion of income spent on alcohol was 32.92. 22.5% never married, 82.6% of married had conflicts and 45% of them believed alcohol was responsible. 66.6% of separated, believed alcohol is responsible. Average age of onset of use was 21.67yrs. 90% used illicit arrack. Average number of units consumed per week was 128.21, maximum being 400. 10% were admitted with seizures, 15% with delirium tremens, 42.5% developed withdrawal symptoms following admission for a medical problem. 77.5% were daily drinkers.82.5% scored as dependent according to AUDIT. 25% showed depressive symptoms, 12.5% presented with self-harm. 25% inflicted domestic violence to spouse, occupation affected in 25%. 47.5% were arrested for possessing illicit arrack. 50% attempted abstinence within past 5 years of which 35% restarted due to withdrawals and 40% during social gatherings. No correlation was found between being single and level of education with ARP.

Conclusion & Significance
The productive age group is affected in terms of psychological/occupational/financial and legal aspects due to illicit alcohol, stressing the need for intervention. The association between marital status and years of schooling found with both alcohol use and dependence in a previous study was not replicated5.
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