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Abstract (not more than 300 words)

Background:
Availability of social assistance during and after disasters helps in family reconstruction and minimizing distress among family members. Therefore, this study aims to examine the moderating effect of psychosocial support on the development on PTSD symptoms after earthquake exposure among children.
Methods: 
A community-based cross-sectional study was carried out in Kathmandu district fifteen months after the 2015 earthquake. Multi-stage cluster sampling was used to select 800 earthquake affected children of age 7-16 years and their parent/first –degree relative. Face-to-face interview with structured During and After Earthquake Trauma Exposure Questionnaires (DAETEQ), Family Functioning Assessment Device (FAD), Children PTSD Symptoms Score (CPSS) and psychosocial support questionnaire was done. Multi-group structural equation modeling was conducted in conjunction with bootstrapping techniques used to improve sample size for effect detection. 
Results:
Our analysis provided support for role of psychosocial support as a moderator between earthquake exposure and PTSD symptoms in children. There were distinct relationships of study variables across high and low social support group. Severity of earthquake had a direct and positive relationship with family functioning (=0.36,p<0.01) and PTSD symptoms (=0.24,p<0.01) among the low social support group. However, there was no significant association found in the high social support group (=0.24,p<0.01). While family functioning did not exert an indirect effect among low social support group, there was a significant effect when sample size was increased with bootstrapping methods (95% CI=-0.125,-0.112). 
Conclusion: 
Efforts to mobilize and fortify psychosocial support can help to attenuate adverse outcomes with exposure to disasters in children. Policymakers and mental health care workers should consider the role of social support when devising solutions to disaster related stress reactions. 
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