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Abstract

Drug abuse is associated with a wide range pf physical and psychological problems. This study examined sexual satisfaction and body image in patients with drug abuse. A total of 150 males with drug abuse (80 patients with methamphetamine abuse and 70 patients with opiate abuse) were recruited by the Structured Clinical Interview for DSM (SCID) from harm reduction oriented drug treatment centers in Tehran, Iran. These patients were compared with 100 non-users in terms of sexual satisfaction and body image assessed by the Index of Sexual Satisfaction and Body-Esteem Scale respectively. Current findings indicated that non-users reported significantly higher levels of sexual satisfaction (F [2, 247] = 45.92; P< .001) and a better body image than patients with drug abuse. Moreover, significant differences were found between patients with methamphetamine abuse and patients with opiate abuse in subscales of body image, including physical attraction and upper body strength. However, there was not a significant difference between these two groups in terms of sexual satisfaction. Accordingly, prevention and intervention programs for patients with drug abuse may benefit from addressing sexual behavior and body image problems.
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