Prediction of Delinquent Behavior based on Vulnerability Risk and Opportunity Risk in the Family, Peers, School, and Neighborhood in Adolescents 

Abstract

Nowadays, delinquent behavior is considered as a significant and prevalent problem of adolescents in most countries. The present study was conducted to predict delinquent behavior based on vulnerability risk and opportunity risk in the family, peers, school and neighborhood among high school students in the city of Tehran. The participants in this study included 1860 (946 female and 901 male within the age range of 14-19 years) high school students in the city of Tehran. The participants completed the Psychosocial Risk Factors and Protective Factors and Behavior Scale. The results revealed that opportunity risk in family and neighbors significantly predicts delinquent behavior (p<0.01). Furthermore, an individual’s vulnerability risk in school and among peers is associated with increasing delinquent behavior in adolescents. The study demonstrated that vulnerability risk and opportunity risk in the family, peers, school and neighborhood predict delinquent behavior in adolescents. Therefore, it is necessary to take preventive measures and interventions for this age group and risk factors should be considered at individual, school and family levels.
