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Abstract (300 word limit)
The aim of the presentation is to further develop the phenomenological concept of retroactivity using Freud’s concept of retroactive trauma. Freud made a distinction between actual and retroactive trauma and contemporary phenomenological research might shed new light on the latter. I will highlight the similarities and differences between Husserl’s idea of retroactive meaning-constitution and the afterwardness of trauma (i.e., the Freudian problem of Nachträglichkeit). According to retroactive meaning-constitution past experiences might flow back into the present due to retrieval cues, and new knowledge in the present might color or even alter the past. This temporal structure bears a resemblance to Freud’s retroactive traumatization where sexual maturation might lead to the new understanding of past events and might actuate the deferred action of a past traumatic event. In the first part of the presentation, I will analyze three case studies of Freud that can demonstrate the intricate temporal structure of retroactive trauma, where the traumatic impact roots in the associative combination of two or even more events. In the second part of the presentation, I will delineate the phenomenological interpretations of Freud’s retroactive trauma. In this regard, I will build my thesis upon Rudolf Bernet’s idea of traumatic subjectivity and Thomas Fuch’s notion of implicit body memory. Contemporary studies on Husserl’s ideas of retroactive awakening and passive syntheses might also be useful to reformulate retroactive traumatization. In conclusion, I intend to demonstrate that the problem of repression and symptom formation, that was originally included in Freud’s retroactive trauma conception, can be incorporated in the phenomenology of retroactivity as episodes of implicit retroactive awakening of the past. The overall aim of the presentation is to show how Freud’s early trauma model could enrich the phenomenological investigations of trauma.
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