Comparison of the attitudes toward depression between Cambodian urban and rural areas: Results from a vignette-based population survey
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Abstract (245words)
Background
Although depression is a major public health concern in many countries, treatment is hindered by barriers at several levels. One of these barriers may be the public’s lack of mental health literacy. This survey aimed to measure and compare attitudes toward depression in Cambodia’s urban and rural areas, and further compare these results to our previous survey which measured attitudes toward schizophrenia. 
Method
Tours were done to hold seminars that provided information about depression in health centers around Phnom Penh (PP) and Siem Reap (SR), and a survey was conducted on mental health literacy with participants before the seminars at each location. After the participants were classified into “agree” or “disagree” groups for each item, the answers for each item given by the participants in PP and SR were compared using the chi-square test.
Results
Participants in SR were more likely to attribute various reasons for depression than in PP. Regarding attitudes toward depression, participants in SR were more likely to hold negative views and predict negative prognoses than those in PP. In terms of feelings about depression, participants in SR reacted more strongly than those in PP. Although the participants in PP and SR showed similarly negative attitudes toward schizophrenia, participants in PP showed more sympathy toward depression than the participants in SR.
Conclusion
Overall, the participants in SR were more likely to hold negative attitudes toward depression than those in PP. This tendency was stronger toward schizophrenia than toward depression in SR.
