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Background - 91
	The growing demand for podcasts as teaching tools for medical trainees provided the impetus for the creation of PsychEd, an educational psychiatry podcast developed by a group of psychiatry residents at the University of Toronto in 2015. Since its inception, PsychEd has evolved into a larger organization with members hailing from institutions across the country and a worldwide audience of over 2,500 regular subscribers. Beyond the direct educational benefits for listeners, participating in the organization through episode development, production, and engagement in research initiatives has positive impacts for those involved.



Goals or Intention - 38
	Examining the evolution of Psyched provides a unique opportunity to reflect on and characterize the theoretical foundations and practical aspects of a novel learner- and technology-driven medical education organization. This may inform future educational initiatives targeting medical learners.



Description of Project - 75
	This is a qualitative case study of the PsychEd organization. We will employ a constructivist and grounded theory approach to understand the inner workings of the organization in practical and theoretical terms as a means of identifying broader implications for medical education. We plan to conduct audits of organizational documents, interviews of key informants, and surveys of past and present PsychEd members to understand the organization’s educational impacts and factors that have contributed to this.



Impact/Issues so far - 42
	We are currently in the planning stages of the project. We anticipate having commenced our internal scan of the organization (including conducting interviews with members and initiating thematic analysis) and being able to present preliminary findings by the date of the conference.





Script

Slide 1: Title
Hello, and welcome to our presentation for Donald Wasylenki Education Day! We are grateful for this opportunity to share our project focused on the PsychEd podcast as a case study in learner- and technology-driven medical education.

Slide 2: Background
The growing demand for podcasts as teaching tools for medical trainees provided the impetus for the creation of PsychEd, an educational psychiatry podcast developed by a group of psychiatry residents at the University of Toronto in 2015. Since its inception, PsychEd has evolved into a larger organization with members hailing from institutions across the country and a worldwide audience of over 2,500 regular subscribers.

While we have previously conducted research into the educational benefits for our listeners, as well as the effectiveness of podcasts more broadly in medical education, an area we have not yet explored is how participation within the organization itself — that is, being involved in episode development, production, and delivery — has had an impact on members.

In reviewing the literature on peer-assisted learning, we found that while existing studies generally suggest positive reactions toward this style of learning (noting improvements in confidence and subjective teaching skills), significant gaps remain. In particular, few studies involved in-depth qualitative exploration of experiences, examined longitudinal outcomes, or assessed higher Kirkpatrick levels. Additionally, the vast majority of studies focused on projects which were developed and led by staff rather than being created by learners.

Slide 3: Objective
We hope to address these gaps by examining the evolution of Psyched as a unique learner- and technology-driven medical education organization. Essentially, the question we aim to answer is this: What is the educational benefit for those involved in PsychEd as an organization?

Slide 4: Approach
This qualitative case study of PsychEd will employ a constructivist and grounded theory approach to understand the inner workings of the organization in practical and theoretical terms as a means of identifying broader implications for medical education. We plan to conduct audits of organizational documents, interviews of key informants, and surveys of past and present PsychEd members to understand the organization’s educational impacts and factors that have contributed to this.

Slide 5: Next Steps
Our first step will be to survey current and past members of the organization, soliciting information on demographics and details regarding their participation. The survey will be organized based on Kirkpatrick’s four-level model, inquiring not only about their perception of the experience and the extent to which they improved their knowledge and skills, but also seeking to understand whether and how they applied what they learned from being involved in PsychEd as well as any benefits experienced as a result. We also plan to utilize the CanMEDS framework to help categorize potential areas of growth.

We anticipate that our findings may help us improve our organization and also inform future educational initiatives targeting medical learners. Thank you so much for taking the time to listen to our presentation!
