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This work is rooted in studies of behavior, especially social behavior among primates including humans and in social insects. In a search for patterns, a hierarchical self-similar pattern type, called T-pattern, with corresponding detection algorithms and software (THEMETM, see patternvision.com) has been developed and widely applied since the late 70s. More recently, T-patterns have also been detected in interactions within neuronal networks in living brain tissue. 
Among animals, highly structured mass-societies of tens of thousands and millions of citizens are rare, but in social insects have evolved successfully over tens of millions of years. Suddenly, modern humans have become the only other animal to live in mass-societies, but essentially based on cultural development of powerful external memory in the form of written language. The long, T-patterned, strings of characters have allowed complex mass-social social behavior and the development of science and technology and the discovery of nano scale strings such as DNA and proteins. Self-similarity again as the cells of the bodies that make up mass-societies are themselves mass-societies of proteins, where as in modern humans, strings existing outside and largely outlasting the individual citizens, play an essential role. Self-similarity again as DNA patterns such as genes are of the same pseudo-fractal T-pattern kind. The mass-societies of proteins and those of modern humans are the only ones massively based on T-patterned external (memory and control) strings. The “naked ape” thus suddenly became a “string ape” with strong self-similarity in structure in both time and space from nano to human scales.
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