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Background:  Implementation of dissociation mechanisms as peri-traumatic dissociation (PETD) during the exposure to dying patients indicate that workers experience the encounter as overwhelming. Research finding about work related outcomes as secondary traumatic stress (STS), burnout (BU) and satisfaction (CS), and its causes among palliative care workers (PCW) are controversial. 
Goals: To assess the contribution of PETD, death anxiety (DA), fear of dying (DPA), and engagement, to work related outcomes among PCW. 
Study population: 710 PCW working in hospital and community-based hospices. 
Data collection: A total of 225 questionnaires were returned, representing a response rate of 31.7%.  
Data Analyses: PETD was scored and participants with scores above 1.50 were considered to have clinically levels of PDET. Differences between workers with clinical and non-clinical dissociation were assessed by a multivariate analysis of variance (MANCOVA) using CS, STS and BU as the dependent variables. 
Results: The overall sample reported moderate to low risk for STS and BU, moderate potential for CS and low clinically PETD. Significant differences were found for STS, DA and DPA, indicating that PCW with clinical dissociation reported increased level DA, DPA and STS.
Discussion: Level of CS, STS and BU DA, DPA among PCW in Israel are similar to findings from previous researches. DPA and PETD found to predict STS indicating that PCW who experience the encounter with the dying patients as overwhelming and implements dissociative mechanisms, are in increased risk for poor work related outcomes. 
Further research is needed to determine whether STS among PCW evolve from individual’s vulnerability (trauma history activated by exposure to death and dying) or caused primarily by exposure to work circumstances.  
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