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Abstract: 
Diabetes in older adults present unique challenges and require considerations that are not necessarily associated with traditional diabetes management. In the US, there has been a shift towards an increasing older population and by 2029, more than 20% of the total US population will be over 65.  More than 25% of American older adults (>65 years of age) have diabetes and in 2015, it was the 7th leading cause of death. Older adults also tend to have higher rates of complications. There are different living situations for older adults (community dwelling, assisted living facility, nursing home facility) which can affect diabetes management and impact diabetic care. Suggested HbA1c goals and fasting glucose averages also differ according to patient comorbidities, functional status and cognitive status.   More complex patients with multiple comorbidities may have higher treatment burden and may be at greater risk for hypoglycemia and falls.  There are many geriatric syndromes that are commonly associated with diabetes and the role of the HbA1c also differs in the care of older adults. It is crucial for providers to be aware of the differences between the approach to pharmacotherapy in older adults and the younger adults. 
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