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Background: Sexually Transmitted Diseases (STDs) had tremendous health and economic consequences. Knowledge of the pattern of STDs is necessary for evolving proper control measures. Annually, there are >125 million new cases worldwide. Despite some fluctuation, the incidence remains unacceptably high. STDs is now the commonest group of modifiable infectious disease; particularly in the age group 15-50years. In Iraq, STD surveillance runs through "Syndromic “approach at the Primary Healthcare Centers (PHCs) and the "Etiologic “approach at the hospitals.
Objective: We performed this study to describe some epidemiological characteristics and the time trend of STDs in Iraq, 2007-2016.
Methodology: This descriptive study involves a desk review of STDs reports sent from all PHCs and public hospitals and compiled at National HIV/AIDS and STDs center/MOH. Population data obtained from Ministry of Planning.
Result: In the etiological surveillance, the average incidence was 34.6/10,000/year; the highest was in 2009 (43.5/10,000/year) and the lowest was in 2016 (24.5/10, 0000). The average female: male ratio was 10.4:1. The highest incidence was in the age group 15-49year (51.9/10,000/year). In the syndromic approach, the average incidence was 57.9/10,000/year; the highest was in 2014 (75.4/10,000/year) and the lowest was in 2007 (30.3/10,000/year). The average female: male ratio was 38.1:1. The highest incidence was in the age group 15-49 (85.5/10,000/year).
The most common STDs among females in etiologic approach was Non-gonococcal cervicitis (incidence:28.2/10,000), while in males it was Molluscum contagiosum (incidence:3.1/10,000). In syndromic approach, the most common STD was vaginal discharge among females (incidence:70/10,000) and urethral discharge among males (incidence:2.9/10,000). 
Conclusion: Despite the apparent decline in STDs incidence, STDs is still a public health problem and may be underestimated as the private sector is not involved. Since all PHCs have labs and because of emergence of antibiotics resistance, it is recommended to use etiological rather than syndromic approach in the PHCs. 
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