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Background: Primary mental healthcare (PMH) is a relatively recent concept in Iraqi healthcare system. It is a way to integrate mental health into primary healthcare services and reflected a need for earlier detection and better management of mental disorders (MDs). The objectives of this study were to measure the prevalence and describe epidemiological characteristics of MDs among people attending the Psychosocial Health Units (PSHUs) in the Primary Healthcare Centers (PHCs) in Iraq, 2013-2016. 
Methods: We conducted this descriptive cross-sectional study using aggregated data of people attended the PSHUs in the PHCs of all Iraqi governorates except the three that were under ISIS control. The data were compiled at the Mental Health Section, Iraq-Ministry of Health. MDs and their types were defined based on WHO Mental Health GAP Intervention Guide. 
Results: The total number of reported patients with MDs from the PHCs during 2013-2016 was 343,054. The prevalence of MDs among people attending PHCs had increased from 1.92/1000 in 2013 to 5.73/1000 in 2016. The prevalence of different MDs had increased during the period of 2013 to 2016 and as follows: anxiety: 5.76 to 23.67/10,000, depression: 3.64 to 9.39/10,000, Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD): 1.08 to 2.42/10,000, somatic disorders 2.32 to 3.89/10,000 and Substance Use Disorder (SUD) 0.34 to 3.91/10,000. Reporting depression, PTSD, and SUD began at 5-9 years' age group and kept increasing with age, while reporting anxiety started also at 5-9 years, peaked at 20- 44 years' and declined after. SUD, epilepsy, dementia and mental retardation were more among males, while anxiety, depression, PTSD and somatic disorders were more among females. 
Conclusions: The progressive increase in different types of MDs revealed by this study reflected also a better access, detection and use of PMH services.  Translation of these information into preventive and control actions needs more support to increase the competencies of PMH workers. 
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