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Abstract
The Cocoanut Grove Night Club Fire of 28 November 1942 was the second largest fire by mortality in United States history.  At that time there were a few existing fire safety regulations which were largely ignored prior to this tragedy.  The Fire lasted less than 25 minutes, killed 490 including 51 active duty military on their way to Europe for participation in World War II.  But, subsequently, many fire safety regulations were the direct result of this Fire including the first in the civilian world use of Penicillin and the first hospital based blood bank. But to date the lessons learned from this event have been ignored and/or forgotten. Currently, there is a campaign in progress to achieve a lasting concrete memorial near the exact site of the Fire. It is the hope of survivors, relatives of the deceased and all those who remember this tragedy that a visible memorial and tribute to all who were involved will be a permanent reminder of the lessons learned. Out of this tragedy is thus a “Phoenix Out of Ashes.”
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