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Abstract (not more than 300 words)

First rhinoplasty surgeries were performed using closed techniques. Thereafter, with better understanding of the nasal anatomy and poor anatomic results achieved using closed techniques, mainly in difficult and secondary cases, open nasal surgery was developed and fastly reproduced. However, owing to its prolongued operative time and the disruption of nasal support mechanism, the authors believe that the semi-open technique, also called ”bucket-handle”, should be the elected procedure to approach most of the nose tips in primary rhinoplasty. 
The semi-open technique is a closed endonasal technique  which   delivers the tip cartilages, providing a wide exposition of the nasal tip, and allows an accurate anatomic diagnosis under direct vision. This technique is elected because it is less invasive, faster to perform (time-saving) and still avoids some other disadvantages of the open technique, including columella scar and the weakening of the tip foundation.
In order to correct the shape deformities, Pitombo Tip Classification, a three-type tip classification, has been developed based on the strength of tip support: 

Type 1: strong cartilage support. 
Type 2: weak cartilage support. 
Type 3: complex tip (usually secondary nose or grossly deformed tip). 

Pitombo tip classification is a helpful tool to assist the surgeons in choosing the right approach and decide whether carti[image: fotos pre e pos nariz 012.jpg][image: Sem Título-1.jpg]lage graft is required or not. Types I and II are treated with semi-open technique, whereas type III noses are treated using open technique.
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