Pharmacopsy in Colombia – the missing link in the peace process
Pedro Medina, MBA, Fellow Weatherhead Center Harvard University, Fellow Batten Institute for Entrepreneurship, University of Virginia

T Furuta et al., J Pai n Relief 2016, 5:3(Suppl) http://dx.doi.org/10.4172/2167-0846.C1.006
International Conference on
Fibromyalgia and Chronic Pain (June 15-16, 2016   Philadelphia, USA)


J Pain Relief
ISSN: 2167-0846 JPAR an open access journa
Fibromyalgia 2016
June 15-16, 2016
Volume 5, Issue 3(Suppl)
Page 40

Abstract (300 word limit)
Statement of the Problem: In 1999 Colombia, the world´s most biodiverse country per square meter and home of 2,400 plants with medical properties,  woke up with a picture in the front page of all newspapers. This picture shattered the dream of all Colombians that we were going to finish the year, the century, the millennium in peace.  The picture was of the empty seat – when the head of the FARC, the oldest guerrilla group in the world, stood up President Pastrana in the middle of the peace talks. Two weeks later, the picture in the papers was of the earthquake in the coffee zone. The rest of that year was shattered dreams and earthquakes for Colombia. That year we had 80% of the kidnappings in the world. 55% of the terrorist acts in the world happened in Colombia that year. 400,000 Colombians, 1% of the population, left the country. There was a graffiti on the way to the airport which read - “will the last one to leave, please turn off the lights”.
 
That year, our economy plummeted. For the first time in written economic history, our GNP decreased - 4.3%.  1,200 companies went bust and Colombia´s best humorist, Jaime Garzón, was shot to death.
 
While all this was happening, I was running McDonald´s and teaching a business strategy class.
 I asked my 39 students - “which of you sees yourself in Colombia in 5 years?” Only 12 raised their hands. Unable to sell Colombia to my students, I was perplexed. I then understood that the stories of success which we were told were almost always, foreign. And the local stories were incredibly vivid and terrifying. I realized we lacked local positive models, reasons to be proud, examples, sources of inspiration. One of them is pharmacopsy and how we leverage our biodiversity. 
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Notes:

[bookmark: _GoBack]After 159 years of conflict, Colombia has entered into a peace process. Colombia is the South Africa of 2017.  A permanent peace depends on three factors: 1. Finding common denominators. 2. Improving the living conditions and prosperity of those in the countryside. 3. Turning the page on the conflict. The first two factors are totally related to how Colombia leverages its natural wealth. With 2,400 plants with medical uses, Colombia has a huge practically untapped resource.  Yo creo en Colombia researches, promotes and builds bridges to help our people understand the resources and opportunities.  
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