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The Royal College of Surgeons in England published guidelines in 2008 on good documentation of operative procedures. Good documentation is crucial in facilitating the postoperative management of patients but these are also important for academic and medicolegal reasons. The aim of the audit is to retrospectively assess the quality of documentation and information shared on operation notes in paediatric Trauma&Orthopaedics at Birmingham Children’s Hospital according to established guidelines. A total of 40 operation notes in Paediatric Trauma and Orthopedics were audited retrospectively in terms of date and time of operation, surgeon, indication of procedure, incision, operative findings, anticipated blood loss, antibiotic prophylaxis, details of post-operative care and signature. In our data, none of the operation notes have shown any documentation of type of surgery(elective/emergency).The date of the operation is well documented (95%) but the exact time of the operation is documented in only 10% of cases. Name of the surgeon and the assistant surgeon with the name of the operation carried out was documented in all cases but in only 50% of cases the operative indication stated in the note. Whereas the operative findings were documented correctly but anticipated blood loss and antibiotic prophylaxis were not stated at all. Overall, good record keeping in most categories as stated above. However, information recording wasn’t comparatively satisfactory in other categories, such as time, indication of procedure, elective/emergency procedure, and anticipated blood loss and antibiotics prophylaxis. There is no uniform proforma of operation notes to fulfil RCS standard, therefore we have introduced a new operation note proforma at BCH.
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