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Primary Mucoepidermoid Carcinoma of the Lacrimal Sac: A Case Report and Literature Review

 Ismail A, Amouzoune S, Dref M, Hajji I, Rais H
 Mohammed VI University Hospital, Morocco

Abstract :

Mucoepidermoid carcinoma (MEC) is the most common primary carcinoma of the major salivary glands, but has also been noted rarely in other sites like respiratory tract. It is extremely uncommon in the ocular region, where it can arise in the lacrimal gland, lacrimal sac or conjunctiva. Lacrimal sac and conjunctival MECs have been reported to invade the eye or orbit, and enucleation or exenteration may be necessary. Case: We report the observation of a female patient with no previous history, aged 12 years. The clinical examination finds an invasive tumoral mass in the inner corner of the left eye. The biopsy was in favour of a round cell tumor proliferation that evoques an adnexal carcinoma. However, an immunohistochemical complement was requested. A strong expression of the CK7was observed. The proliferation index (Ki67) was estimated at 30%. After a multidisciplinary assessment, the patient underwent left orbital exenteration. The histopathological examination of the surgical specimen found an invasive high-grade tumoral proliferation composed of varying proportions of atypical squamous cells, mucussecreting cells, and intermediate cells forming cords, sheets and clusters. Tumour stroma was desmoplastic and the mucinous contingent accounted for 10 percent of tumor proliferation. This proliferation infiltrates the entire eyeball and dissociates the periorbital muscle The immunohistochemical examination on the surgical specimen showed to the same phenotypic profile on biopsy. Based on these findings, MEC was diagnosed. Primary MECs of the lacrimal sac are extremely rare. Histopathology and immunohistochemistry clinches the diagnosis.
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