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Abstract
Objective: To establish the prevalence, clinical manifestations and associated risk factors of Schistosoma mansoni (S. mansoni) infection among schoolchildren at Ruzizi Plain in Kiliba Zone, Eastern DR Congo.
Methods: A cross-sectional study was carried out among primary and secondary schoolchildren. A total of 602 randomly selected study subjects provided stool samples for parasitological examination by Kato-Katz. Secondary parasitological data were obtained from Health Center Laboratory to see the previous history of S. mansoni infection in the area. Statistical analysis was performed using Epi Info software version 3.5.4.
Results: The overall prevalence of S. mansoni was 30.6% (95% CI: 26.9 - 34.4). The prevalence of S. mansoni did not differ by sex, educational level and origin of the study participants (P > 0.05) but varied significantly by age groups. In multivariate model, skin itching, abdominal pains, weight loss, hepatomegaly and frequent loss remained significant predictors of S. mansoni infection. Wading the stream, taking baths in the river, farming washing clothes in the river, collecting water and irrigating were associated with the infection with S. mansoni.
Conclusions: The present study found a higher prevalence of S. mansoni infection in a rural village of Kiliba Zone. Therefore, appropriate integrated control and prevention measures need to be implemented in the study area.
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