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Malaria and typhoid fever are diseases of public health importance. Within the last decade unusual high number of diseases has been diagnosed as malaria co-existing with typhoid fever. The objective of this research is to find out the prevalence in the study area and to highlight on the diagnostic problems that may be associated with malaria- typhoid fever co-infection.  Six hundred and thirty six (636) subjects consisting of sixty four (64) control, five hundred and seventy two (572) test subjects confirmed to be malaria positive using thick film microscopy and quantitative buffy coat techniques, aged <20-65 years of both sexes were screened for typhoid fever using widal test and blood culture techniques. Prevalence rates of 32.2% and 3.4% were obtained with the widal test and blood culture respectively. There was a considerably higher rate of co-infection with widal test compared to the bacteriological culture technique which is the gold standard. It is not routinely used mainly because of cost and longer time needed to obtain results. The methods used in performing widal test and location of study have significant influence on the rate of co-infection of malaria and typhoid fever (P≤0.001). Consequently, the high incidence of co-infection observed may be partly due to incorrect application and poor interpretation of widal test technique routinely used in private diagnostic laboratories. However, widal test remains valuable in diagnosis of typhoid fever provided the manufacturer’s instructions are strictly adhered to. The accuracy of malaria diagnosis is increasingly important due to the challenges of anti-malaria drug resistance and the high cost of management.
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