TRANSORAL LASER MICROSURGERY (TLM) FOR ISOLATED UVULA & SOFT PALATE MALIGNANCY- A SINGLE CENTRE EXPERIENCE
Abstract 
Objectives: To demonstrate the role and advantages of transoral laser microsurgery (TLM) in the treatment of isolated uvula & soft palate malignancy. 
Methods: Prospective review at a tertiary center between 2014 and 2016 included 10 diagnosed and previously untreated patients of isolated uvula & soft palate malignancy. Preoperative evaluation protocol included thorough local examination of oral cavity and oropharynx, 90˚ laryngeal endoscopic examination and contrast enhanced CT scan (CECT) neck with axial & coronal view to see the extent of growth and cervical nodal metastasis. All biopsy proven patients underwent transoral microsurgery with CO2 laser under general anesthesia. Tumours were excised taking adequate margins aided by intraoperative frozen section analysis. All patients were sent for postoperative radiotherapy. Patients were kept in regular follow up for a period of 1 year and end points analyzed were local control, locoregional control and overall survival of the patient.
Results: We obtained local control rate of 80% at completed 1 year follow up period. 1 patient refused for radiotherapy and had regional nodal metastasis at 8th postoperative follow up month but still maintaining good local control without any recurrence at primary site. While another patient didn’t turn up for follow up so we didn’t know the status of recurrence and survival of that patient. 
Conclusions: TLM can be an effective approach for the management of oropharyngeal cancer with advantages of low morbidity, short hospital stay, better functional outcomes and disease control which make this an attractive therapeutic strategy of choice these days.

