Abstract:
Background and objectives: Tumors of the parotid are a heterogeneous group the most common of which is benign pleomorphic adenoma. Drain is placed to evacuate fluid that has a potential to accumulate in the dead space and potentially cause infection. The aim of the study was to evaluate the factors that may predict the need for placement of neck drain.
Methods: A retrospective chart review was conducted in the section of Otolaryngology/Head and neck surgery at the Aga Khan University Hospital, Karachi from January 1994 to December 2014 on patients who have under gone parotid surgery. 
Results: 193 patients underwent parotidectomies during this time. The mean age was 46.3 years. Males were 57%. The factors that were associated with significant drain output therefore necessitating drain placement were length of surgery, type of neck dissection, final histopathology, size of tumor and age.
Conclusion: Pre-operatively drain output can be predicted on a number of factors and therefore patients can be stratified for either day care surgery or placement of drain and admitting the patients.
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