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BACKGROUND: On November 2016, the Government of India declared the 86% of total money in circulation as demonetized. While several researchers and commentators have focused on and continue to investigate the effect of demonetization on the economy, the issue of psychosocial health of workers has not been studied. Moreover, previous studies showed that sustained economic hardship results poorer physical and psychological functions.
OBJECTIVE: To provide an explorative investigation on the psychosocial consequences of demonetization on the working category of tea garden workers.
METHODS: A qualitative research approach was employed. Face-to-face interviews were conducted with seven key informants (clinicians, executives/managers) and 36 tea garden workers were involved in six focus group. Collected data were analysed using Template Analysis technique.
RESULTS: From data analysis five main themes emerged concerning the psychosocial factors involved in demonetization effects: socio-economical changes, organizational consequences, interpersonal relationships, work/home interface, and psychophysical consequences.
CONCLUSIONS: This preliminary study highlighted that demonetization had significant impact on tea gardens at both organizational level and individual level. In India, psychosocial health is a neglected area at workplace. It is the responsibility of all stakeholders to keep the highest attainable standards of health at work and provide socially and economically productive life. In the tea industry where sub-optimal wages and other work conditions already existed, demonetization was a heavy blow for tea-garden workers. Any government driven policy needs to have proper planning such that the consequences of its implementation is considered among various sections of the society. An equity driven policy making would have avoided psychosocial consequences among tea-garden workers. 
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