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Title:  Low Level of Adherence to Disaster Preparedness Measures among Health care Workers at Kilembe Mines Hospital in Kasese, Uganda: implications for Public Health Emergency and Disaster Management
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Public health disasters remain a significant problem in both developed and developing countries. In healthcare settings, information on level of disaster preparedness is scarce. We assessed the level and correlates of healthcare workers’ adherence to disaster preparedness measures.

This cross-sectional study involved 122 healthcare workers. Participants were sampled by convenience method while data was collected using structured questionnaire, key informant interviews, and observation check-list. Univariate, bivariate, and multivariate analyses were conducted on quantitative data at 5% significance level in STATA, while a thematic network analysis was performed on qualitative data in ATLAS.ti.

Of the 122 participants, 52 (43%) were males, 64 (53%) were aged 25-34 years and 92 (75%) were clinical staff. 11 (9.0%) adhered to disaster preparedness measures (95% CI [confidence interval]: 0.05-0.16). In bivariate and unadjusted analysis, periodic staff meetings on disaster issues (p=0.002), periodic electrical checks (p=0.006), periodic risk and vulnerability assessments (p<0.001), and knowledge on right measures for likely disasters (p=0.016) were significantly associated with adherence to disaster preparedness measures. Via stepwise multivariable logistic regression analysis, periodic risk, hazard and vulnerability assessments (Adjusted Odds Ratio (AOR), 14.29; 95% CI, 3.20-63.83; p<0.001), and knowledge on correct measures for likely disasters (AOR, 11.56; 95% CI, 1.33-100.66; p=0.027) were significantly associated with adherence to disaster preparedness measures.

Adherence to disaster preparedness measures is low at Kilembe Mines Hospital. Train healthcare workers on various disasters and their public health implications and management, Conduct periodic hazard, risk and vulnerability assessment, equip health facilities with necessary materials and supplies to facilitate preparedness.
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