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Abstract 

In their quest for development and better standard of living, low and middle income countries have embraced more aggressive economic policies and less regulation. Several multinational corporations have taken advantage of these lapses to build factories without recourse to international best practices. Two steel recycling plants were established in Osun state southwestern Nigeria in the last 10 years. This cross sectional survey was conducted to investigate the health, safety and environmental (HSE) precautions put in place by the management in one of these plants using the workplace safety and health checklist contained in the World Health Organisation Regional Guideline for Development of Healthy Workplaces, 1999. Information was collected on the six components of a healthy workplace namely workplace policy, the organisational environment, the physical environment, lifestyle and personal health skills, health services and impact on the external environment through key informant interviews, walk-through plant inspection during production and face to face interview with workers. More than half of the relevant components of HSE were either absent or poorly implemented by the plant’s management. Information from the exposed workers revealed lack of regular access to protective equipment and official negligence of environmental safety and staff welfare. This suggests a very high risk for the workers and residents in the neighbourhood of the plant and underscores the need for better regulation of the industry in Nigeria in order to ensure managements’ compliance with standards.
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