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ASSESSMENT OF OCCUPATIONAL TOXICOLOGY IN THE HOSPITALITY SECTOR IN NIGERIA: THE CURRENT PRACTICE
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Workplaces are complex environment where various hazards and risks are posed to health by toxicants. Exposure to the various toxicant for fairly long hours on a daily basis bio-accumulates in the human body. Presently in Nigeria, there is a shortfall in the protection of workers health due to poor knowledge on Occupational Exposure Limits (OEL) by the organisations management, breach of duty of care owed the employees, and no guidance on acceptable exposure level thereby resulting in high incidence rates of work related illness, disease and epidemiological impact in future. This paper is aimed at providing a synopsis of the exposure to the toxicants, their risk factors, and health implications across the occupational group. Also to suggest possible mitigating measures like safety initiatives and increase in workers awareness on acceptable exposure levels to the toxicants as well as implementation of safety regulations using the integration of both the Behavioural Based Safety (BBS) and Organisation’s safety culture management approaches to curtail the impacts on the worker’s health. The data for this study was generated through the use of questionnaires and by conducting interviews across industry personnel. The generated data was subjected to statistical analysis via E-view simulation model. A critical study of the organisational structure revealed that the lapses was due to poor safety culture from the management. The outcome yielded proper understanding of the intricacies of safety as a top value in the organisation, improved safety culture by the workers and promote sustained, inclusive and economic growth for the organisation.
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