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The Informal or small scale farming industry is a large industry in the Philippines.  However, coverage for Occupational Health and Safety has not been established for these workers.  This study aimed to conduct a situational analysis of the occupational health of workers in the informal/small-scale farming and develop a five-year roadmap that will address the issues and priority areas in the creation, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of Occupational health programs for these workers.  Situational analysis was done by determining presence of laws/policies regarding informal farming, by identifying hazards, existing control measures, risk communication activities, resources dedicated for occupational health services, priority areas and issues regarding occupational health services delivery for the informal miners. Data were collected through Key informant interviews, focus group discussions and walk-through surveys. Participants were selected through purposive sampling. Data were summarized and analyzed through quadrant analysis. The resulting strategies led to a framework that was used in conceptualizing the five-year roadmap for the creation, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of Occupational health programs and services. The roadmap was finalized in a meeting and workshop where the roles and responsibilities of the different stakeholders were discussed and commitment were drawn. Important findings included the workers’ exposure to ergonomic hazards, biological hazards, chemical hazards in the form of pesticides, and unsafe conditions.  Unsafe acts were also observed among these workers and the cause is limited knowledge about occupational health and safety.  The life of these workers are further burdened by out of pocket medical expenses when sick or injured.  All these decrease the quality of life of the workers and their families despite the existence of laws and policies that are supposed to safeguard their occupational health and safety.  Because of this, specific mechanisms and strategies on the delivery of occupational health services have been drawn as a five-year roadmap that involves several stakeholders including government agencies and the local government sectors, private institutions and worker groups.
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