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Abstract 

Objective: In this study, the relationship between nurturing (open and respectful) and restrictive (self-centered and condescending) communication styles, academic success and educational experiences of university freshmen and senior students was examined.
Methods: The study was conducted with the participation of 977 students, 438 of whom were first year and 539 of them were senior students. The communication styles preferred by the students were determined by Interpersonal Communication Styles Scale (ICSS). In this scale, the communication styles used in interpersonal relations are questioned.  
Results: 22,2% of the students participated in the study were in the age group of 19 and below, 77,8% of them were in the age group of 20 and over (Avg 21,27 ±SD.2,64). 86,7% of the students were women. The first year students were 44,8% and the last year 55,2%. Overall grade point average of the students was 3,11 (Avg. 3,11 ±SD.0,35). According to our findings, open (Avg.16,53 ± SD.3,81 Avg.15,48 ± SD.4,12) and respectful communication (Avg.17,19 ± SD.3,34 and Avg.15,50 ± SD.3,98). Open (Avg.16,17 ± SD.3,91) and respectful communication mean scores (Avg.16,60 ± SD.3,52) of the first year students compared to the fourth grade (Avg.14,78 ± SD.4,22) and Avg.14.47 ± SD.4.06). In addition, the overall academic grade point average (GPA) 3.00-4.00 for those who adopt the open (Avg.15.61 ± SD.3.98) and respectful (Avg.15.71 ± SD3.86) style of communication, while at the same time using self-centred communication (Avg. 4,71 ± SD.2,00). Those with a GPA of 0.00-2.99 preferred the condescending style of communication (Avg.53 ± SD.4.33) more. 
Conclusion: Freshmen used the nurturing style of communication. Students with a higher GPA preferred a nurturing yet self-centered communication style. According to the results, while nurturing communication style was effective on students' academic achievement, academic achievement increased the number of students using self-centered communication style. 
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