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ABSTRACT
Objective: The aim of this study is to run the validity and reliability studies of Turkish adaptation of The General Short Form of the Communicative Participation Item Bank developed by Yorkston et al. (2009).
Material and Methods: This study was done methodologically. Communication Scale is a quartet likert type scale composed of 10 items and nonsub-factors. The scale was translated from English to Turkish using the back-translation technique. It was applied to Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis patients who are members of The ALS/MND Association, living in Istanbul or Izmir (n=60). Validity of the scale was evaluated with factor analysis and content-scope validity and reliability was evaluated with item-total score correlation, internal consistency and continuity methods. Kendal W analysis was used for content validity, Cronbach’s alpha coefficient was used for internal consistency, Pearson Correlation Analysis was used for item analysis and test-retest analysis.
Results: Content validity was evaluated with opinions of 11 experts and no statistically significant difference was found between expert opinions about items of the scale (p=0.018). Correlation values of scale items was found above 0,50 for all items as the result of item total score analysis. Cronbach’s alpha coefficient was found as 0.99. As the result of factor analysis, items of the scale was found to gather under one factor and there is no sub-factor. Like the original, factor analysis on the translated scale also verifies that it has no sub-factor. Pearson’s correlation value was found as r=0.99 in retest (p=0.005).
Conclusion: Turkish version of Communication Scale was decided to be a valid and reliable scale. Therefore, it is recommended that the translated scale is used for determining communication levels of ALS patients in Turkey. Further study on other patient groups are also recommended.
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