What impede provision of quality care in maternity wards of Limpopo province: Midwives’ perceptions.
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Area of specialisation: Maternal health
Abstract
 Provision of quality patient care is a strategy to reduce maternal and child mortality rate in the maternity wards. The purpose of this study was to determine factors influencing sub-standard care in the maternity ward of the selected hospitals of Mopani District, Limpopo Province. A qualitative, descriptive design was used. Ten midwives in maternity wards were purposively selected. Data collection was through structured face-to-face individual interviews. Data was analysed through Tech’s eight steps open coding method. Trustworthiness and ethical consideration was ensured. Data analysis revealed one theme and two subthemes namely, material resource related factors, lack of appropriate material resources and infrastructural challenges as factors impeding provision of quality care during intrapartum in maternity wards. Reduction of maternal and child mortality rate may help to meet the millennium development goal. Recommendations included, ensuring adequate equipment in maternity ward for provision of quality care and provision of adequate infrastructure to ensure patients’ privacy. 
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