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 ABSTRACT
[bookmark: _GoBack]The hindrances to collaborative clinical facilitation for effective practical learning of students are worrying. The aim of this study was to assess the perceived barriers to collaborative clinical facilitation among nurse educators, preceptors, clinical nurses/midwives and nursing and midwifery students at two selected nursing and midwifery colleges and a hospital in the Upper West Region of Ghana. This study adopted a pragmatic paradigm using a convergent parallel mixed methods approach. Purposive and systematic sampling methods were used to select participants comprising of nurse educators, preceptors, clinical nurses/midwives and nursing and midwifery students for the study. Quantitative data was collected using a self-report questionnaire and analysed using Chi-Square, One-Way ANOVA and Independent sample t-test. Focus groups and in-depth interviews were used to gather data for the qualitative aspect of the study and analysed using Framework Analysis Method.  Results indicated that there is a dramatic increase in student population, causing intense overcrowding and congestion at the clinical learning environments. Preceptors and other clinical staff who are trained and mandated to facilitate clinical teaching  are few in number, and therefore not available at all health care facilities or wards every time for students’ guidance and support. They reported role confusion among staff where no working agreement existed between the academia and clinical practice over who had the prime responsibility for the clinical teaching of the students. Lack of time, heavy workload and busy ward schedules impact negatively on the collaborative clinical teaching. There were statistically significant associations between the years of nursing or midwifery experience in the clinical area; the length of work in the institution as well as gender and the barriers to collaborative clinical facilitation. Staff participants with degrees perceived the barriers to be more severe or worse than those with diploma. Based on the findings, nursing and midwifery colleges, in collaboration with healthcare facilities, should create clinical placement calendars to coordinate students’ clinical schedules in the wards and provide students the opportunity to be effectively supervised and guided and to witness all clinical activities taking place in the ward.
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