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Abstract  

Guillain-Barré syndrome (GBS) is an autoimmune 
polyradiculopathy that is sudden in onset and frequently severe 
if not promptly recognized and treated. It may be related to 
recent infections and vaccinations. Since the advent of the 
pandemic, no sufficient studies have concluded its significant 
association with COVID-19 vaccines. We report a case of a 52-
year-old Filipino female, previously diagnosed of Type 2 
Diabetes Mellitus with neuropathy who was admitted with 
persistent and progressive numbness, pain, and tingling 
sensations in her distal extremities one week after administration 
of inactivated SARS-CoV2 (Sinovac-CoronaVac) vaccine. Despite 
symptomatic treatment and control of blood sugar, she later 
complained of impaired light touch, pain, and temperature 
sensation, new onset symmetric ascending motor weakness, CN 
VII palsy, and areflexia. Our clinical suspicion was GBS in the 
context of recent vaccination and preexisting Type 2 DM with 
neuropathy. Brain and spine imaging tests were unremarkable. 
The test for SARS-CoV2 was negative. In the cerebrospinal fluid 
analysis, characteristic albuminocytologic dissociation was found. 
The EMG-NCV studies revealed diffuse, symmetric sensorimotor 
polyneuropathy, mixed demyelination and axonopathy with 
signs of acute and chronic denervation, typical of GBS and Type 
2 DM with neuropathy respectively. On Brighton criteria: Level 1 
of diagnostic certainty.  We started early interventions such as 
five-day course of IV Immunoglobulin 0.4/kg/day, insulin doses 
given intermittently based on monitored blood glucose levels, 
rehabilitation therapy, and supportive care. The patient’s 
condition improved thereafter. No further progression of motor 
paralysis, return of sensation, and no dysautonomia occurred. 
With appropriate diagnosis and treatment, life-threatening 
complications can be prevented.
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Notes/Comments:  The patient has given full consent to use her photos for presentation purposes.



 

 

 


